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Forests in S. Korea 
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• Introduced in 1994-1995 by the law 
 

• Mandated in National Forest Plan after 1998 
 

• Key policies (enacted in the law) 
     - Develop C&I and apply them to evaluate practice of SFM in the country 

     - Develop Forest Sustainability Index (currently not in use) 

     - Priority purchase of SFM-related products 
 

 

SFM in S. Korea 
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Forest Functions 
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SFM Practice (Jeju Experimental F.) 
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National Report 
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• We have published the national report on SFM in 2009 and 2014 

      (2019 would be the year for Korea to publish the 3rd report) 
 



SFM C&I (1) 
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• We have assessed Korean forests based on MP C&I in 2009 and 2014 
 

• National Forest Inventory (NFI) data has been used 
 

• 7 criteria 28 indicators (2009) → 7 criteria 36 indicators (2014) 
     ※ The remaining indicators were considered insufficient to apply due to data availability 



SFM C&I (2) 
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• What we have NOT assessed : 18 indicators 

Criterion Indicators not assessed 

1. Conservation of biological diversity Fragmentation of forests 

2. Maintenance of productive capacity forest ecosystems Annual harvest of non-wood forest 
products 

4. Conservation and maintenance of soil and water resources Legal, institutional and policy 
framework for forest conservation 
and sustainable management 

5. Maintenance of forest contribution to global carbon cycles  Avoided fossil fuel carbon 
emissions by using forest biomass 
for energy  

6. Maintenance and enhancement of long-term multiple  
     socio-economic benefits to meet the needs of societies 

Revenue from forest based 
environmental services, etc. 

7. Legal, institutional and policy framework for forest  
     conservation and sustainable management 

Cross sectoral policy and -
programme coordination 
 

Partnerships to support the 
sustainable management of forests 
 

Monitoring, assessment   



Discussion 

1. 10 indicators are currently possible to apply in S. Korea 

 

2. FRA 2020 application 

 

3. 3rd national report publication 
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